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SUBJECTTNVITATION TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ELLSWORTH FOR CONSULTATION IN MALTA 

REF: (A) STATE 238686; (B) VALLETTA 1185 

1. ELLSWORTH FEELS VISIT TO MALTA COULD BE USEFUL PROVIDED 
MINTOFF WILL DISCUSS SIXTH FLEET CALLS. DEPARTMENT CONCURS 
IN VISIT AND HAS SUGGESTED CHANGES IN ELLSWORTH REPLY TO 
INVITATION BASED ON EMBASSY COMMENTS AND CONSULTATIONS WITH 
DOD. 

2. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING TEXT TO PRIME MINISTER. SIGNED 
ORIGINAL BEING FORWARDED TO HIM THROUGH EMBASSY OF MALTA. 

3. QUOTE. "DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: THANKS VERY MUCH FOR 
YOUR GRACIOUS AND WELCOME INVITATION TO VISIT YOU IN VALLET- 
TA TO DISCUSS OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. 

IF A VISIT COULD BE ARRANGED, NOT ONLY WOULD IT BE A SOURCE 
OF PLEASURE AND HONOR TO ME PERSONALLY, BUT IT ALSO COULD 
BE OF BENEFIT IN TERMS OF MY OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. 
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I WOULD BE GLAD TO HEAR YOUR VIEWS ON POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
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TRENDS IN AND AROUND THE MEDITERRANEAN, AS THEY AFFECT 
MALTA AND THE UNITED STATES. IN PARTICULAR, I WOULD HOPE 
WE COULD DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY THAT UNITS OF THE U.S. 

SIXTH FLEET MIGHT RENEW THEIR PATTERN OF CALLS IN MALTA. 

IN ADDITION, WE MIGHT DISCUSS PATTERNS OF NAVAL DEPLOYMENTS 
AND CAPABILITIES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, INCLUDING THOSE 
OF THE SOVIET SQUADRON. 

AS SOON AS I HEAR FROM YOU THAT THESE ITEMS WOULD BE 
AGREEABLE FOR DISCUSSION, I WILL TRY TO ARRANGE AN EARLY 
VISIT TO MALTA, AND WOULD BE GLAD TO HAVE YOUR SUGGESTIONS 
AS TO THE MOST CONVENIENT TIME FOR YOU. IN THE MEANTIME, 

IF YOU HAVE ANY THOUGHTS TO SEND ME ON THE MATTER OF THE 
SIXTH FLEET VISITS, PLEASE TRANSMIT THEM TO AMBASSADOR 
SMITH, WHO WILL FORWARD THEM TO ME IN COMPLETE CONFIDEN- 
TIALITY. VERY RESPECTFULLY. ROBERT ELLSWORTH, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS." 

END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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